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H ARLES The Second by the grace of God, King of Exg:and, Scotland , France and I:c/17d , Defender ct lic 
wa Faith, &c. To all and fhogular Arch biſhops, Bithops, Arch-deacons, Deans, and their Othc'2 1, Parton, 
Miniſters, Lecturers, V.cars and Curates, and to all other Spiritual Perſons: And alſo to all Juſtices «t the Peacr, Nay vs, 
Sheriffs, Bailiff, Conſtables, Church-wardens, ColleRors for the Poor , and Headboroughs : And ro all Cficc: an Corier, 
Boroughs, and Towns Corporate ; and to all other our Officers, Miniſters and Subje&ts whatſoever they be, a+, welt w.ath.n 
Liberries as wit hour, to whomtheſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting. 

Whereas We are ciedibly informed, as well by the humble Perition of the Mayor, Aldermen, Mininſter, Churet-ward nc, 
Burgeſſes, and other the Inhabitants of Our Borough and Pariſh of Pontefraf#, in Our County ot Nork ; as allo by a 
Certificate ſubſcribed with the hands of divers of Our Juſtices cf the Peace ot Our ſaid County, and others Knights and 
Gentlemen Inhahiting near unto Our ſaid Borough ; That Our ſaid Borough in the rime of ike are [zd and unyaralcilcd 
DiltraRians ( the beſeiging and barrering of Our Caſtle there frequenr!y giving the occaſicn ) was unhopvily mage {cr 
1002 years rogerher a Seat nf V Var, and a Stage of Calamity and DeftruRion ; And that by means therevt, the ſaid Inhabirznr ( eſpecial.y choſe of the 

. rough) are become mach diſabled and impoveriſhed in their Eſtares, many of their Dwelling houſes , with their Goods and Charre's, being then 
:yly ruined, plundered, and deſtroyed 3 As alſo divers Stru&ures erred for pub!ick good, ſchveried and demoliſh: d ; Ther their Pariſh C huich being 
'mna;-4 in the middelt of the ſaid Pariſh, andnear to the ſaid Caſte, w2+ abour fourteen years ſince ruined demoliſhed and burnt, {v as now it 1SrenGred a 
12-4 & only for the interring of Dead Bodyes: And thar the ſaid Pariſh conſiſteth of ren ſeveral Townſhips and Villages,in which are {:x hunJres Fam: !:cs 
- iea Land their ſaid Pariſh Church form<=11y a fa rick of rar la:geneſs.that the ſame was proportionable for the conraining of a pecple {o numerous. how! a!r 
" ( of the recdiſying tl. ſame Church, upou th: Qunare of divers $kiltul Wotk-men and Artificers,y;/hom Our ſaid Juſtices examines a'te! their vic 
r he: ines there >f, will amount ro 00 leſsthen Five thouſand pounds, a+ by a moderate particular of their eſtimation given :n under their hands unto Ot'r 
; i, &s did app<ar ; bur the ſaid Pa; ''.iners by rcaſon of their ſaid great ſufferings are unable to bear the ſaid charges tor the rebailding of their !a.d 
_ 1 1 @1,0r ro advance any thing conſiders - reſpc& thereof, by reaſon whereot the ſame lies till in the ruines,and the ſaid Pariſhioucrs deftirure nf 2 cone 
-cnietr place ro aſſemble in for the Worſt. of G d,rhey hav'rg ar preſent for that purpoſe cn! y one ſmall Chappel of Eaſc,that will nut cuntain a frih pare 
Ff i 3e {+ Pariſhoner : Now, toraſmr'eh as their hut ble ſa.e unto Us is of ſo grear concernmenzzin 1egard that to the (great prejudice of their Suuls) they 276 
2r preſent J21ute o: tit ard convenient pl2c- tr ror: unro.to atrend and cclebrare the Worſhip and Service of God, and the mean 0: Sal vation,in i117 
.*: ndan..- 1n Gods hoy Ordin ccs, and i..n + ing his name on the Lords day: : For wh.ch heavenly purpoſcs,thar the ſaid Pariſhioners may no !or 7< 
L- obtrucd in their afſembling ' hemſclves . @ 27, bur © efftefrually furthered and atl:!ted ther cin,inalmuch as Our gracious God hath in his holy W x4! 
(2: lared, thar in a more «ſpecial m- ner bh [3 welighted in the publick Aſſemblies of his people then in their pr:vare devorions, for in the 10ly Scripture ir 
-x 1ecordee, thar the Lo:d loveth th: gires 0: $102 more then all the Dwellings of Farorh : And foraſmuch alſo, as that the ſaid Pariſhioner: by reaſon ot the 
F-- + quarter ing, of Souldiers, and rhe {pov ng and tokirg away of their Goods ard Chartels, rhe demoli% np and burning dewn ©: their Dwell'rg 
j-.u!2s, 19 the number of One hundred {n. rhreeſcore, and of ſeveral heufes of publick utc, for wh ch ihey do nor crave one penny of any mans «hairy, 
+ -- 10r able of .cherſelves to accomp!:th the rebuilding of their ſaid Church without the acc: hon of rhe (Laricable afNiftance and ber.cvolence of others 2 
. 1) therefy eg Þ+* 7c humbly b: ſought Us, that We would be pleaſed ro grant unto them !icence and authority by Our Letters Varears under Our gicar 
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v i! of Enlond, tc a * gather ihe charirable b: nevolence of well diſpoſed people, onely and particularly for the rebuilding of their faid P.r.ſh 
©. ich, Knew yetblcth har We of Our Princely 7.cal and Chiiſtjan inclination to advance works of this nature, have given, and granted, and by 
' 1C Om Lerrers Bens our Grear Seal of England, We do give and grant unto the ſaid Mayor, Aldermen, Miniſter. Church-wardens, Burgefles, 


+»& c:her Ini;2b'rangh» of wwe .2id Borwgh and Pariſh of Pontefradt , and to their Deputy and Depuries, the Bearer and Bearers hereof, 2uthoriſed and 
ured as hereafter in theſe preſents is expreſſed, full power , licence and autherity, toask, gather, receive and rake the charitable henevolcnce of all Our 
: + ing SubjeRs, inhabiting in all the ſaid C- unries, Cities, Towns Cerporate, Borcughs, Priviledged Places, Pariſhes, Villages, Towns, ans Hamblers, 
v.11 Our Realm of England, and Don:.1ion of Wales ; and in Our Town of Parwich upen Tweede, tor and rowards the rebuilding and ſatisfying the 

- -es of 1cbuilding of the ſa:d Church. 7, being well aſſured that all our loving Subje&s will be zcaloully affe&ed rowards the advancing of this ſo pious 
- ek, and readily extend their helping nands thereumto by their liberal Contrikurions in that behalf. uherefore We will and command you , and 
-++.-y of you, thar ar ſuch time and times 2« the ſaid Bearer or Bearers of th: *© Our Letters Patents, ſo authoriſed and deputed as afrerwards in the pre- 

ts is cxprefled , ſhall come and repair ro any of yout Churches , Chappels, or cher places , to azk and receive tbe gratuities and charitabic bcnevo- 
:- co of Our laid Joving Subje&s , quicrly 10 permir and ſuffer them ſo to do, without any manner of your lets or contrad;Rions, And you the ſaid Parſons, 
k\.niſters, LeRurers, V:cars and Curares, fot the berrer ſtirring up of Charitale deyoricns , deliberatcly ro publiſh and declare the renor of theſe Our 
] e::ers Parents , or ihe true Copies er Brie's hereof unco the people, upon the Lores Cay next after the ſarre ſhall be rendred unto you , if there ſhall 
!:ppento bt no other Colleion thereunon ; and if there be another Colle&ion on the firſt Lords-eay, then theſe to be publiſhed the ſecond Lords-days 
«rex your recc;pr of rhe ſame; exhc ting > perſwading, and tirring them up to extend their liberal Contributions towards this ſo pious @ 
W..rt., And you the ſaid Civ: h-warder of every Pariſh, and ColleRors for the Poor, where ſuch CollcHion is to be made as afore/aid, arc hereby willed 
»rd :equired ro colle& and gar'-2r the alms and charitable benevolence of 211 Our ſaid loving Subje&s , not onely Heuſhvlders, bur alſo Servants, Stran- 
pcs, and «chers: And if you 1: ' find it more expedicnt for angfteRual advancement of this p:vus Work, you are hercby required to go tem houſe re 
t.. iſe in your reſpeRive Pariſh. pon the Week days, to gather the Alms and charirable benevolence of Our ſaid loving, Subjedts, ſert.rg down in the 
reſence of cach particular perſon, what þ+-tr her particular giftis : And what ſhall be by you ſo gathered in the {aid Parithes 1 places, the ſame is 
a.be by the Min ter and your ſelves endoit+d on the backſide of theſe Our Letters Patents , or the true Copy or Brief hereof , in words at length and 
in figures : Which Endorſement is to be ſubſcribed with the hands of you the ſaid Miniſters, Church-wardens, and ſuch in cach Parith and pigce 
e alſiſted you in ſuck Colle&ion ; avd alſo ro be regiſtired in the Books of your reſpeRive Pariſhes. And the ſum and ſums of Mcney ſo ga- 
and ciidorſed, ty del.ver to the Bearer or Bearers of theſe Our Letrers Parents (ſo ro be authoriſed anddepured as aforeſaid) and to no otherperion 
ors whotſoever » when as thereunto you ſhall be by them required ; Whoſe receiving thereof, with their Acquittance er Acquitrances 
be your ſufficienr diſcharge. Which ſaid Bearer or Bearers of theſe Our Letters Parents, are hereby willed and required forthwith to deliver, pay 
bring in the ſaid Moneys by them ſo to be colle&ed, gathered, and received, as aforeſaid , by virtue of theſe preſents, rogether with the Copies or 


Briefs hereof ſo endorſed and (ubſcribed as aforeſaid,unto the Mayor of Our ſaid Town of Pontefratt aforeaid,for the time being,Nathaxzel Johnſou DoRor of 


Phyiick, Nicholas Stable,Robert Framke, John Ramſden Richard SmithWill;am Kellam, Leonard arde,Cbriſtophey Lorgyttilhiam Wilkin on,and Robert Tatbam,Gentle- 
men ; whom We do by theſe ©ur Lerrers Patents, name, conſtirure, and appoint the Treaſurers of all ſuch ſm and ſums of money, as ſhall be coileaed 
and received by virtue of theſe Our Letters Parents. And laſtly , Yor the more afſurance of faithful and £qual dealing in the receipt , accompr and 
diſpofai of r!.< Moneys hereby to be colieRted ; Our will and pleaſure is, That no manthall be employed to receive any of the Moneys colle&ed by 
virtue 0 theſe Onr Letters, but ſuch only as ſhall be appoinred thereunto by depuration or depuragions under the hands and ſeals of the ſaid Treaſurers, 


* orthe gicareſt number of themzor underthe common Seal of rhe ſaid Corporation. And that the Moneys colleRed and raiſed by vertue of theſe prefer: ' 
* ſhall be bythe ſaid Treaſurcrs or by their appo.nement diſpoſed of to the uſe intended, and thar they the ſaid Treaſurers do give luch ſecurity for tF- (ite * * 


mance hereof as our rruſty and well-deloved Sir Grover Savile Baroner , Sir George Wentworth Knighc, Sir 7ohn Dawney Knight!, Sir Th3m+ TEM 
Kaigh, Sir John Lewis Knight, and V/ikkam Lowther Eſquire , Juſtices of the Peace for the Feſt riding of Our ſaid County of York, of any th. £ 
* 11 Kold reaſonable ; And they the ſaid Treaſurers,or the greater number of them in like manner ro appoint in whoſe hands the mv-i©ys ſo co.” 
<p until the ſame ſhall be disburſed and diſpoſcd of for the ſaid pious Work; and to appoint all ſuch VVork-men and Artificets, and the < 
em, 35 {aall be employed in and abour the ſame : and alſo to rake good ſecurity of all and every ſuch perſon and perſons 25 "a!l be by -, 
-aſurers or the g:e*cer number of chem depured to colle& the ſaid monies, for making and giving unto them true and honeſt acc- mp! 5c 5. 
arur*, A&. Ore ance or Proviſion hererofore made to the contraryhereof in any wile, nowithſtanding. Is  imnefe wheres Ve (te) 
ur Le& © 26 made Parents for the ſpace of One whole Year, nexe after che dare hercof to endure and os lenge, #41n 5 Our 5-t 
g: rentieth day of Offober, in the Tweltch year of Our Reign, 
CART i! 
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W HAR LES The Second by the grace of God, King of Fnz/and, Scott. 


| Faith, -:. To all and ſingular Arch biſhops, Biſhops, Arch- 
Minifiers, LeQurers, Vicars and Curates, and to all other Spiritual Perfuns: Ana 
Sherifts, Baii:ff-, Conſtables, Church-wardens, ColleRors for the Poor , and He 
Boroughs, ard Towns Corporate ;z and to all other our Officers , Miniſters and Su 
Liberties as w-thour, to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting. 

Whercas We are c:cibly intormed, as well by the humble Petition of the Mayor 
Burgeſſcs , and other rhe Inhabirants of Our Borough and Pariſh of Ponteſratt , 
Cert;hcare ſubſcribed with the hands of divers of Our Juſtices of the Peace of Ou 
Gent men Inhahiting near unto Our ſaid Borough ; That Our ſaid Borough in &l 
DiftraGions ( the beſeiging and battering of Our Caſtle there frequently givir 
many years together a Seat of V Var, and a Stage cf C-'amity and Deftru&ion ; And that by means thereof, i} 
ſaid Borough) are become much difsbl.d and impoveriſhed in their Eſtares, many of their Dwelling houſes , 
dayly ruined, plundered, and deſtroyed ; As allo divers Stn:Ctures ereRed for publick good, ſubverted and de 
Gruated in the middeſt of the ſaid Pariſh, aadnear to the ſa:d Czfi lc, was abour fourteen years fince ru'r.:d en... 

lace fir enly for rhe interring of Dead Bayes: And thar the ſaid Pariſh confiſteth of ren ſeveral! Townſhips and Vills 
ar leaſt,and cheir ſaid Patith Clunch formerly a fabrick of rar la:geneſs, that the ſame was propertionable for the conrai 
the charge of the reedifying the ſame Church, upon the eſtimate © divers $kilful Wotk-men and Artificers whom Our { 
of the ruines thereof, will amount ro n» leis then Five thouſand pounds, as by a moderate particular of their eſtimation 
(aid Juſtices did appear ; bur the ſaid Pariſiiioners by rcaton of their ſaid great ſufferings are unable to bear the ſaid ch 
Chwinch,cr ro advance any thing confiderable in rclpet thereot,by reaſon whereot the ſame lies fti}1 in the ruines,and (& 
venicnt place co aſſemble in for the Worthip of God,they havirg ar preſent for thac purpoſe cnly one ſmall Chappel of 
of the {aid Pariſhoner:: Now, toraſlmuch as their hunible ſuit unto 0 is of fo great concernmentzin 1egard that to the (g1 
2r preſent deftirute of a fir and convenient plac- io reſort unto,to arrend and celebrate the Worſhip and Service of G 
arrendance on Gods holy O:dinanc2s, and in janRifying his mime on the Lords days : For which heavenly purpoſes,thar 
be obſtry *+4 in their aſſembling them{-'ves rogerhe:; bur br eff: Eually {urth:rcd and atliſtcd theicin,inalmuch as Our 
declared, thar in a mare eſpec.al mann. r he is delighred in the publick Aﬀemblies of his people rhcn in their privare dc 
is recorded, that the Lord !-veth the gares ot Stoz more then all the Dwellings of Zach : And fo:zſmuch alſo, as thar i 
Free quartering of Souldicrs, and rhe ſpoyling and raking away of their Goods and Charnels, the dernoliſhing an 
Houles, ro the number of One hund:ed and threeſcore, and of ſever! houſes of publick uſe, for which they do nor cra' 
are not able of themſely.; :o accomplifh the r-building of their ſaid Church withour the acceſſion of rhe charitable « 
And therefore they have humbly be ſorghe 1, thir We would be pleaſed ro grant unto them licence and authority by - 
Scal of Fnzland, to colle& and gath- th» charitable benevolence of well diſpoſed people, onely and part'cularly to1 
Church. Know yethcrc\ore, Thai We ot Our Princely z.cal and Chriſtian inclination ro advance works of this narr 
theſe Our Lerrers Parcnts under our Great Seal of England, We du give and grant unto the ſaid Mayor, Aldermen, M 
and other Inhabitants cf rhe ſaid Borough and Pariſh of Pontefradt, and to their Deputy and Depurics, the Beare) 
depuced as hereafter in theſe preſents is expreſſed, full power , licence and autherity, toa:k, p- ther, receive and take! 
Javing SubjeRs, inhabiting in all the ſaid C-unties, Ciries, Towns Cerporate, Borcughs, V1iviledged Places, Pariſh 
within Our Realm of F1g/:nd, and Dominion of Wales ; and in Our Town of Ba1wich upon Tweede, for and rowai«; 
eha1g*y of rebuilding of the ſaid Church , being yell aſſured thar all our loving Subje&s will be zcalouſly atfe&ed row. 
a Work, and readily extend their he!ping hands thereunto by their liberal Contributions in that behalf. #hcrc/ore * 
evcry of you, that ar ſuch time and times as the ſaid Bearer or Beaters of theſe Our Lerters Patents, {© authoriſea » 
{ents is expreſſed , ſhall come and repair to any of gour Churchex , Chappels, or other places , to azxk and receive 
lence of Our ſaid loving SubjeRs, quietly to permy and ſuffer them ſo to do, withour any manner of your lets or C i 
Miniſters, LeQuers, Vicars and Curares, tor the berter ſtirring up of Charicale devorions , de'itcrately ro publ:iyth 
Lertcrs Patents , or the true Copies er Briefs hereot unco the people, upon the Lords: day next af-er t),e ſame ſhail 
happen to be no other Colle&ion thereupon ; angif m5 be ancther ColleQion on the firſt Lords-day, then theſe rc 
aſter your receipr of the ſame; exhorting , perſwaGng , and ſtirring them up ro exrend their 1;beral Co, 
Work. And you the ſaid Church-wardens of every Pariſh, and Colle&ors ior the Poor, where ſuch Collt-&ijon is ro b 
and required to co!le& and gather the alms and charitabl@ benevolence of all Our ſaid loving SubjeRs .” not onely HY 
gers, and others: And if you ſhall find ir more expedient for an efteRual advancement of this pious, Work, you 2: 
houſe in your reſpe&ive Pariſhes, upon the Week*days, ro gather the Alms and charitable benevolence -f Our (4d | 
preſence of each particu'ar perſon, «hat his or her particular giftis : And what ſhall be by you ſo gather.-4L in tr] 
to be by the Miniſter and your ſclves endorſed on the backſide of theſe Our Letrers Patents, or the true Copy or +. 
not in fgures : Which -ndorſcment is to be ſubſcribed with the hands of you the ſaid Miniſters, Church-wardens, a 
as have aſſiſted you in ſuch CulleRien ; ard alſo to be regiſtred in the Beoks of your reſpe&ive Pariſhes, AnG the: 
thered and endorſed, to deliver to the Bearer or Bearers of theſe Our Lerters Patenrs (ſo-x0 be authoriſed anddepured as % 
8 or perſons wharſoever , when as thereunto you ſhall be by them required : Whoſe receiving thereof, with rhe. 
: {hall be your ſufficienr diſcharge. Which ſaid Bearer or Bearers of theſe Our Letters Parents, are hereby willed and rec 
and bring in the ſaid Moneys by them ſo ro be colle&ed, gathered, and received, as aforeſaid , by virtue of theſe preſean 
}ricts hereof ſo endorſed and ſubſcribed as aforeſaid,unto the Mayor of Our ſaid Town of Pontefratt aforeſaid,for the time be' 
Phyfick, Nicholas Stable, Robert Frame, Jobn Ramſden,Richard Smith William Kellam, Leonard :tayde,c her Lorg,t# illiem ith 
inen ; whom We do by theſe Our Lerrers Parents, name, conſtirure, and appoint the Treaſurers of all ſuch ſum and ſums 
and rcceived by virtue of theſe Our Lerrers Parents, And laſtly , for the more aſſurance of faithfwll and cqual de< 
Giſpoſal of the Moneys hereby ro be collefed ; Our will and pleaſure is, That no man ſhall be employed to receiv 
virtue of theſe Our Letters, but ſuch only as ſhall be appointed thereunto by depuration or depurations under the hands 
or the greateſt number of rhemzor underrthe common Seal of the ſaid Corporation. And thar the Monrys colleRed and rail, 
{all be by the ſaid Treaſurers or by.their appointment diſpoſed of rothe uſe intended, apd that rhey the ſaid Treaſurers 4r1, 
mance hereof as our truſty and we!l-neloved Sir George Savile Baronet , Sir George Wentworth Knight » Sir 7obn pan'ney ? 
Knighr, Sir Zohn Lewis Knight, and FV:lam Lowther Eſquire , Juſtices of the Peace for the »eſt ciding of Ovr on Co 
them ſhall hold reaſonable ; And they rhe ſaid Treaſurers,or the greater numbe: of them in like nunner ro#7point in who! 
ſhall be kepr until the ſame ſhall be disburſed and diſpoſed of for the ſaid pious Work; and'to appoint all ſuch VVorkmen 
viſors of them, a5 ſhall be employed in and abour the ſame : and alſo to rake good ſecurity of all and every ſuch perſ6 +» 
the ſaid Treaſurers or the greater number of chem depured to colle& the ſaid monies,” for making and giv.ng unro then 
any Law, Staruce, AR, Ordinance or Proviſion hererofore made to the contratyhereof in any wiſe, rawithſtendir 
cauſed theſe Or r Lerters to be made Parents for thc ſoace of One whole Year, next after the datc hereo' endure 
Ef 4.6 ce and twentieth day of Ofleber Twelkh year off O Reign. 


